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Summer Learning
Opportunities Doug Koop 

ChristianWeek Staff

What in the world is a summer learn-
ing opportunity? I’m thinking that 
should be obvious, but every time 

I enter the conversation, questions come up. 
What do you mean by summer, someone will 
ask? Is that July and August? What about 
June? May?

And just what do you mean by the oh-so-cor-
rect sounding “learning opportunity?” What’s 
up with that? Do you mean 
“school?” Do you mean on 
some campus somewhere? 
Do you mean for academic 
credit? Are we talking arts 
and crafts or PhDs or some-
thing in between?

Baffled and befuddled, 
I solemnly nod my head 
“yes.” Yes to May, June, 
July and August. Yes to 
school. Yes to online 
programs. Yes to campus-
based studies. Yes to 
travel. Yes to modular courses. Yes to serious 
academic work. Yes to professional upgrades. 
Yes to comfort. Yes to hardship. Yes to spe-
cial interests of all sorts. Yes. Yes. Yes.

This is exactly the point, isn’t? Summer 
(broadly speaking) is a wonderful time to 
expand the mind. Thankfully, there is an 
incredible range of learning opportunities 
available for anyone so inclined to pursue 
them. Anyone with half a mind to do so has 

an opportunity to develop a full one (mind, 
that is). Go for it. 

The variety of offerings from schools is 
astounding. Whole realms of learning lie 
waiting for ordinary people like us to dis-
cover them. 

In fact, some schools refer to us as 
“non-traditional learning audiences.” I 
think that refers to people like me who 
have a job and don’t get out to school very 
often. It means people in remote locations, 
who find it hard to show up on campus. It 

means people trying to 
juggle study with all kinds 
of other commitments. 

It sounds a lot like 
your average Canadian 
Christian.

Summer learning 
opportunities are most 
assuredly not “one-size-
fits-all.” They’re more like 
“come as you are.” They 
beckon us who have other 
commitments, but who 
relish the idea of upgrad-

ing and flourishing. They offer teaching we 
can benefit from. 

A summer learning opportunity is not a 
mash-them-through-the-program-to-get-
the-letters-after-your-name appeal. It is 
opportunity come knocking. People who 
yearn for wisdom welcome the countless 
opportunities our schools are creating that 
enable us to fit lifelong learning into our 
busy lifestyles and bargain budgets. 

Opportunity comes knocking
Summer learning options abound
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The warmer months of the year aren’t only for the 
holiday-bound. Many students take advantage of 
universities’ and colleges’ off-season to take a 

variety of summer courses.

Students are often able to begin their degrees early, 
or get caught up on courses missed during the 
regular academic year. Others jump at the opportunity 
to take classes from instructors and professors 
visiting from other institutions. Many schools provide 
time to get away from the classroom for learning 
adventures on the road.

Following is a sample of what many Canadian, Christian 
schools have on offer for the summer, and what previous 
participants have said about those offerings.

CANADA INSTITUTE OF LINGUISTICS, Langley, B.C.

Canada Institute of Linguistics is the linguistics depart-
ment of Trinity Western University. We provide training 
for Wycliffe Bible Translators, SIL International, other 
international service organizations and for other individuals 
interested in language and culture-related careers. We offer 
full degrees and a unique summer program.

We specialize in Bible translation, linguistics, endan-
gered language preservation, literacy development and 
TESL. First summer courses provide core training in pho-
netics, language learning and other foundational language 
skills for cross-cultural language work. Additional courses 
can be taken in subsequent summers. Our summer train-
ing packages provide the training needed to meet pre-
field requirements for a number of organizations.

We also offer a strong sense of community as a fun-
damental aspect of the summer learning experience. 
Students and faculty are encouraged to eat together, play 
together, hang out and study together. Staff even plan a 
party for students, who do the same for the staff at a later 
date. We also have a variety of music and movie nights.

Academically, all courses are accredited through Trinity 
Western University, which was recently awarded a grade 
of A+ for “quality of education” by The Globe and Mail.

CAREY THEOLOGICAL COLLEGE, Vancouver, B.C.

“The world is changing and the means by which we 
acquire our education is also shifting,” writes Carey presi-
dent Brian F. Stelck. “Women and men should be able to 
access quality theological education wherever they live, 
work and enjoy community. …We want to facilitate flex-
ible, accessible degrees for lay and clergy. Modular, inten-
sive, online and cluster classes…are supportive of today’s 
expectations of life-long learning.”

This spring and summer Carey Theological College 
offers courses in its Master of Divinity, Master of Arts in 
Spiritual Formation and Doctor of Ministry programs, 
including Urban Mission and Ministry (Tom Dickau, 
May 24-27), Awakening to the Inward Journey (Bowen 
Island, Barbara Mutch, June 6-13) and Vital Spirituality 
for Christians, Congregations and Communities (Diana 
Butler Bass, June 13-17).

This summer at Christian schools…
Summer Learning Opportunities
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Meanwhile, Carey Institute offers “Worthy Worship: Theology and Practice,” a 
Vancouver-based worship resource seminar with key note speaker Edna Grenz exploring 
theological thinking in relation to planning corporate worship services. Additional work-
shops and speakers will present in English and Cantonese.

HERITAGE COLLEGE & SEMINARY, Cambridge, ON

Summer is shaping up to be an exciting time of learning at Heritage College and 
Seminary. Six spring and summer courses offer a wide assortment of topics, from disci-
ple-making to wisdom literature to counselling. 

In early May the seminary will offer “The Educational Ministry of the Church,” a look 
at a formative approach to disciple-making, “Issues and Trends in Missions,” which will 
explore past and present issues and trends in missions, “and “Wisdom Literature,” a 
course that includes the study of Job, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes and Song of Solomon with 
emphasis on the wisdom they bring to our present culture.

Mid-May will feature “Evangelical Spirituality,” a course that examines some of 
the great movements of evangelicalism, including The Reformation and the Great 
Awakening, Puritanism and Evangelicalism.

The end of May and early June features two counselling courses, “Addictions” and 
“Assessment and Measurement.” The first explores the issue of addictions from a 
theological/spiritual and clinical perspective, while the latter is an introduction to the 
purpose and process of assessment and evaluation in working with individuals, couples, 
families and groups.

MCMASTER DIVINITY COLLEGE, Hamilton, ON

McMaster Divinity College offers an active summer program. The Summer at MacDiv 
program is designed to offer a further range of options both for traditional students and 
for those who wish to explore various areas of theological education.

A variety of courses are offered during the summer sessions within the curricular areas of 
Ministry Studies, Biblical Studies and Theological Studies. Summer courses, however, draw 
upon the availability of visiting faculty, who come specifically to McMaster Divinity College 
to offer courses in their areas of specialty. As a result, the summer sessions offer many 
courses that would not normally be available during the regular academic year and may not 
be available again. 

Courses offered during the summer session carry the regular unit credits and are 
applicable to McMaster Divinity College degree programs subject to the requirements of 
the particular degree. 

PROVIDENCE COLLEGE & SEMINARY, Otterburne, MB

“If ‘time is of the essence’ and you want a quality course with a Christian emphasis in 
a serene, country setting—hard work notwithstanding—take TESOL this summer at 
Providence,” says student Frieda Martens.

“I finished my summer 2010 TESOL requirements in February 2011. This practi-
cal course, taught by outstanding professors, dealt with all aspects of language study. It 
added much to my ‘language kit,’” she says.

The TESOL program at Providence recently received renewed program recogni-
tion from its accrediting body. TESL Canada Federation is responsible for ensuring 
that TESOL teacher education programs across Canada meet national professional 
standards. Providence’s program has moved from a Standard 1, and is now certified at a 
Standard 3, the highest standard.

Summer Learning Opportunities
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REDEEMER UNIVERSITY COLLEGE, Ancaster, ON

This year Redeemer University College’s Summer Session is focusing on continuing 
education for teachers, offering a number of professional development opportunities in 
class and online.

The Summer Institute—hosted mainly at Redeemer, but also at satellite campuses in 
Oakville, Georgetown, Toronto, Ottawa and Windsor—will bring together instructors 
and teachers from a number of Christian school organizations, professional groups and 
post-secondary institutions.

Redeemer also offers a number of full-credit undergraduate courses. This summer, 
those courses range from History of Film to Reformation Theology. Redeemer’s con-
tinuing education program—CLEAR—will also be offering a series of art workshops for 
those who wish to hone their skills in painting or photography.

Redeemer is also launching a new Youth Ministry Certificate Program. Offered in con-
junction with Youth Unlimited, this program is designed for youth workers and volunteers 
who are seeking refreshment, wanting to supplement their training, pondering a stronger 
call or looking to develop an academic background to their skills and experiences.

REGENT COLLEGE, Vancouver, B.C.

“I don’t like studying. In fact, I hate it,” says a recent Regent summer student. “But I 
love learning. So, ironically, in the summer of 2009 I did some classes at Regent while 
I took a break from my job as an early childhood teacher. I took two courses for credit: 
‘Spiritual Discernment’ with Marva Dawn, and ‘Food: Creation, Community and 
Communion’ with Loren and Mary-Ruth Wilkinson. I also audited ‘Paul and the Gift: An 
Exploration of Grace in the Theology of Paul’ with John Barclay.

“Through these courses, I had my life radically transformed—not straight away—
but as I allowed the truths of each course to infiltrate my head and heart, I gained a 
greater understanding of the Truine God as I began to practice the skills I learned in 
‘Spiritual Discernment.’

“The ‘Food’ course gave me a bigger view of creation, hospitality and stewardship which 
caused me to view food, meals and communion in totally fresh ways, and my understanding 
of the giftedness and reciprocity of God’s grace was deepened by Barclay’s class.

“These summer courses gave me the confidence to see 
that what I learned could be applied to my normal life. I still 
hate studying, but I don’t think I could have experienced 
God’s transformation of my heart in the same way, without 
taking the time to love Him with my mind.”

TYNDALE UNIVERSITY COLLEGE & SEMINARY, 
Toronto, ON

Are you preparing to go and live in a different culture, 
and learn to speak a new language? Do you want to spend 
the summer with some seasoned missionary-scholars and 
explore the importance of understanding language for mis-
sion effectiveness?

From June 13 to August 12 Tyndale is offering is first 
ever Summer Linguistics Program, in partnership with 
Wycliffe Bible Translators of Canada. This summer program 
is designed to give outgoing missionaries/NGO workers a 
grounding in basic linguistic knowledge and skills.

Our linguistics program will teach you how to recognize, 
pronounce and write many of the strange beautiful sounds 
in the languages of the world. You will also study how you 
can devise an efficient orthography for writing (and read-
ing) any language based on analyzing the basic sound units 
in the language.

This training will help you get ready to learn any language 
(written or unwritten) and will foster knowledge, skills and 
attitudes that will facilitate language learning where there are 
no books or teachers. The courses are taught by fully-quali-
fied professor-practitioners who also have extensive experi-
ence with language learning, cross-cultural living, language 
development and Bible translation.

www.christianweek.org  
1.800.263.6695

Sign up for our free, 
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Canada Institute of Linguistics
Langley, B.C.

Functioning as the linguistics department of Trinity Western University 
in Langley, British Columbia, the Canada Institute of Linguistics pro-
vides training for Bible translators, international service organiza-
tions and individuals interested in language-related careers. Summer 
study areas include language and society, articulatory phonetics, 
grammatical analysis, phonological analysis and language and cul-
ture acquisition. When not in the classroom, students will be able 
to go on one of the day trips in the picturesque Langley area that 
are part of the CanIL experience.

Visit www.canil.ca or call 1-888-513-2129 for more information.

Carey Theological College
Vancouver, B.C.

Vancouver’s Carey Theological College understands spiritual formation 
to be a process by which the Holy Spirit actively forms the believer’s 
life in Christ. Carey’s Centre for Spiritual Formation assists in this pro-
cess, helping individuals realize their own unique, spiritual potential 
and cultivating and ever-deepening desire to grow in Christ.

For more information, visit www.careycentre.com or call 
1-604-224-4308.

Heritage College and Seminary
Cambridge, ON

What does lemonade, sunshine, a slight breeze and splashing water 
have to do with studying at Heritage College & Seminary? Absolutely 
nothing—but with Heritage’s flexible summer course offerings 
you can be enjoying the summer environment and still be working 
towards your degree. Whether multi-modal classes or one-week 
module classes completed by early June, you will still have weeks 
to complete final assignments. Take a book to the beach or sit 
outdoors in the sunshine while you write—what better classroom 
could you find?
Visit www.DiscoverHeritage.ca or call us today at 1-800-465-1961 
to learn more!

McMaster Divinity College
Hamilton, ON

McMaster Divinity College is an accredited graduate, professional 
school comprised of evangelical faculty dedicated to helping pre-
pare people for Christian leadership. We believe that ministry in 
the twenty-first century—whether pastoral ministry, chaplaincy, 
religious education, research or scholarship, or any number of 
other ministries—has become increasingly complex and diverse, 
and will require that those called by God have the best preparation 
possible. This is accomplished through McMaster Divinity’s MTS, 
MDiv, MA or PhD programs.

Contact us today at www.macdiv.ca or 905-525-9140 x 24401 for 
more information.

Providence College and Seminary
Otterburne, MB

Academic excellence, qualified faculty, caring Christian commu-
nity, leadership opportunities, small classes, varsity athletics and 
renowned performing arts—that’s the Providence experience! At 
Providence College we believe that university education is about 
more than knowledge. Our students find meaning and purpose 
while preparing for careers in business, education, churches, media, 
government, and non-profits. Choose from among 17 majors and 
earn your Bachelor of Arts degree.

Visit www.providencecollege.ca for more information.

Redeemer University College
Ancaster, ON

Redeemer University College wants you to integrate your faith into 
every aspect of your life. Choose from our liberal arts curricu-
lum of over 70 different majors and minors as you work towards 
your Bachelor of Arts, Science or 
Education degree. Change your 
world by getting involved locally 
or globally through off-campus 
studies and international engage-

ments. Check out options for financing your education at www.
redeemer.ca/financing.

Experience Redeemer for yourself at one of our Campus Visit Days, 
and see why we believe that you belong here. Schedule your visit 
today at www.redeemer.ca/visiting.

Regent College
Vancouver, B.C.

Regent College is an empowering community of Christians com-
mitted to equipping people to live and work as mature followers 
of Christ in the vocations to which God has called them. Students 
representing a wide variety of nationalities, denominations, voca-
tions and stages of life come to Regent to explore God’s call on 
their lives within a challenging and supportive community. With 
an exceptional faculty, and 35 visiting scholars every spring and 
summer, Regent College is an established international graduate 
school providing theological and interdisciplinary education for 
the whole people of God.

Visit www.Regent-College.edu for more information.

Tyndale University College and Seminary
Toronto, ON

Become what God intends you to be. Tyndale’s Spring and Summer 
School is an amazing opportunity to make that possible. You can 
study online in the comfort of your home or in a classroom, in the 
wilderness or overseas. The classes are designed so that you can 
take them as one week intensives, weekly night classes or online. 
The Spring and Summer School is for people who are looking to 
be refreshed, as well as provide a taste of what it might be like to 
study full or part-time. Apply today.

Visit www.tyndale.ca for more information.
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